voice. choice. vote.

50 Years of Climate Action

LEADERSHIP NOTES

In 1970, when the first Earth Day was organized I was teaching earth science in Richfield,
Minnesota. I took my 8th-grade class to the nearest interstate freeway to clean up litter.
At the time, the focus was on pollution. Today, it is climate change.
On this rapidly warming planet of ours, the polar regions are heating up faster than the rest. The
recent news in February regarding the shocking warming on Antarctica is a reminder that the impacts
of climate change are increasing in their intensity, frequency, and duration.
Our planet has warmed by just over 1.8 degrees on average since the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, when
humans began spewing heat-trapping gases into the atmosphere by burning fossil fuels. But the Antarctic Peninsula has
warmed by 5.4 degrees in just the last 50 years. That rising heat is particularly worrying because it’s fueling loss in the
world’s largest reservoir of ice: the Antarctic ice sheets. Melting ice in Antarctica will raise global sea levels. Between 1979
and 2017, the annual rate of ice loss increased sixfold. This cold freshwater flowing into the ocean in turn is influencing
weather patterns around the world in ways that scientists are still trying to understand. On the opposite end of the world,
in 2018, the Arctic experienced a heat wave in winter for the third year in a row.
Together, these events show that a lot more heat and change are in store for the coolest parts of the world. I am
motivated by these changes in places I am intimately familiar with from over 50 years of exploration. The solutions still lie
in education and action. We don’t have time to wait. Waiting to act fails to respond to the climate impacts all living beings
and places are experiencing today.
The responsibility is ours to step up urgently and passionately to insist on protecting our home.
Onward,

Will Steger, Founder

Our founder often talks about being on the edge; when Will Steger is on his expeditions, the edge
for him is the critical decision-point that can mean life or death in a precarious situation. Our planet
is on that edge with climate change-induced tipping points revealing themselves everywhere. Our
organization is on an edge as well, as we move towards a bigger, bolder, better organization.
This year we not only say a sad goodbye to a long time staff member, Janet Brown, but we
also welcome three new people to our growing team, a new board member, and expanding
programmatic opportunities.
Climate Generation is committed to ensuring the health, safety, and well being of our community
during the COVID-19 pandemic—from instituting a work-from-home policy temporarily for all
employees, to moving in-person events and meetings online via Zoom, to postponing programming.
April marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day and the launch of EYEWITNESS, a book of literary activism. This
July, we will host two educator trainings on climate change education, one for the New York City Public School District
and a second for educators from across the U.S. seeking skills to teach climate change in their educational setting. Our
newly launched Youth Action Fun*d invests in youth-led climate action in Minnesota, chosen by youth for youth. We
are gearing up for our largest ever Talk Climate Institute, with open registration for over 500 participants, thanks to a
partnership with 3M. Finally, our Band Together concert from last fall has continued ripple effects: the climate action
webinar series and monthly podcast continue through this year!
We invite you to join us — this moment in time requires us to challenge ourselves and dig deeper into the
opportunities we have to make change. Stay healthy and take time to get outside, breathe fresh air, and remember
that we are all in this together. We have ample ways to use our voice, choice and vote in the year ahead!
Sincerely,

Nicole Rom, Executive Director
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ENGAGE
USE YOUR VOICE, CHOICE, AND VOTE
Join us in our year of action! We have two
exciting ways for you to plug in: our newly launched Band
Together podcast and our three-part climate action
webinar series. Learn how to balance the science of
climate change with personal narrative.
The scientific community tells us we have 10 years
to take action to avoid the worst impacts of our changing
climate. With elections ahead, we know that now is the
time to make major transformational change — and it will
take all of us.
Subscribe to Band Together where ever you
get your podcasts to dive into how music and spoken
word are inspiring the climate movement and bringing
people together (featuring musical guests like Lazerbeak,
Slenderbodies, and more)!  
Next, register for our two remaining webinars
exploring how to use your choice and your vote for
climate action:
CHOICE – May 14, 12-1 pm CST
VOTE – September 10, 12-1 pm CST
Learn more, sign up for webinars, and get
updates at bandtogethermn.org!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Climate Ride!

50th Anniversary of Earth Day

Throughout 2020
Various locations

April 22, 2020

Take part in a life-changing 5-day bike ride or hike

April 22 is just the beginning.

adventure, while increasing awareness for sustainability,
renewable energy and environmental causes. Select
Climate Generation as the beneficiary of your fundraising
dollars, and the money you raise will help us further our
mission!
Check out the Climate Ride website for upcoming dates
and locations.
climateride.org

Summer Institute for Climate Change
Education
July 22-24, 2020
Hamline University, Saint Paul, MN
Educators are invited to join us for three days of climate
change education resources and hands-on activities.
Connect with a network of peers from across the country!
Read more on page 4.
climategen.org/summer-institute

It was said 50 years ago, and it can be said now:

Join us this Earth Day as we commit to action
on climate change. In our personal lives, in our
communities, and beyond.
EYEWITNESS: Virtual Storytelling Slam
11a.m.-12:30p.m. CST
Stay tuned for information on how to join in!
We published a book! Eyewitness: Minnesota Voices
on Climate Change is a piece of literary activism, a
collection of stories, poetry, and art from Minnesotans
on their experiences of climate change. Join us for
a virtual storytelling slam to hear personal climate
stories and build a community standing strong for
climate action. Learn more on page 5.

In light of COVID-19, all event planning is being
closely monitored per CDC and state guidelines.
climategen.org/events
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TEACH CLIMATE
Understanding climate change science, impacts, and solutions.

THE STATE OF CLIMATE CHANGE EDUCATION:
LOCAL TO GLOBAL
In recent years, research has shown that climate change education is a
solution to climate change — an incredible finding that soldifies our mission!
Studies show it effectively reduces carbon emissions and supports the
societal transformation that is needed to reduce risks and increase resilience to
climate change. In response, many countries are investing in comprehensive climate
change education (CCE) programs that integrate multiple education disciplines,
facilitate partnerships, and incorporate cultural ways of knowing about earth
systems, like Traditional Ecological Knowledge.
The international community recognizes the importance of effective,
community-based CCE. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement highlight solutions for reducing the
impact of climate change by enabling society to be a part of the solution. This
means taking measures to enhance awareness, participation, and public access to
information. Countries participating in the annual COP climate summits — most
notably Ghana, Italy and Mexico — have challenged fellow nations to join them in
making climate change education commitments as well.
In the U.S., 44 states have adopted or adapted the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS), which specifically outline climate change as a result
of human impact on the earth. Historically, CCE has been difficult to incorporate
into formal school settings, however with NGSS and renewed support from state
and school administrations, some programs are getting the support they need and
deserve. Here are a few examples from states leading the way:
•
In Washington, the 2018 state legislature allocated $4 million to provide grants
to schools and community organizations for CCE.
•
In Oregon, the Portland Public School district designated funding for a Climate
Justice Education program, to integrate CCE across all subjects and disciplines.
•
In Minnesota, the state science standards include human-caused climate
change and require teaching of the traditional and cultural ways of knowing by
connecting with the Minnesota Native American tribes.
We’re supporting educators by building their confidence and competence
to integrate climate change education across disciplines. Throughout the year,
our community of Teach Climate Network educators participate in monthly
workgroups. Learn more at go.climategen.org/teachclimatenetwork.

INSTITUTE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
EDUCATION: REGISTER NOW!
Educators are invited to our 15th annual Summer Institute for Climate
Change Education this July 22-24 at Hamline University in St. Paul, MN!
Climate change is a complex issue that impacts every aspect of
our lives. The causes and solutions are not only scientific, but also lie in the
economic, political, and social realms. For teachers, this creates an opportunity
for cross-curricular collaboration! The Summer Institute will focus on giving
teachers the resources, tools, and practice to bring it into any subject area and
educational setting.
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Register at climategen.org/summer-institute.

TALK CLIMATE
Owning your story and sharing your motivation to act on climate change.

EYEWITNESS: A BOOK OF LITERARY ACTIVISM
Climate Generation has been working with hundreds of individuals to help
cultivate and share personal stories of climate change, building upon our founder’s powerful
eyewitness to climate change in our polar regions. We are excited to share our newest
project: EYEWITNESS, a book of stories, poetry, and artwork by people across the state of
Minnesota. Each piece shares a personal experience and perspectives of climate change.
Research shows that science-based information alone is not enough to move people
to change behavior, yet the narrative of climate change has been typically told from this
perspective. In order to reframe the way we talk about climate change, we need to balance
the science with our stories to place the facts and figures into context. Stories bring in an
emotional relevance and values that have the power to connect us in meaningful ways.
This April 22nd, the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, we will host Eyewitness: A
Virtual Storytelling Slam, to hear personal climate stories from the book—and beyond—
and build a community standing strong for climate action. In times of global challenges,
it’s important for us to find strength and connection within our communities, even if not
physically in-person. Learn more at go.climategen.org/earthday. Copies of the book will also
become available for order after the Slam!
This book was inspired by similar literary works, like Testimony: Writers on the
West Speak on Behalf of Utah Wilderness, compiled by Terry Tempest Williams. Our future
plans for EYEWITNESS include delivering a copy to every Minnesota state legislator and live
testimony at a joint hearing of the Minnesota House and Senate.
No matter where you are this Earth Day, join in action and share your climate change
story in your community. Whether it’s with a friend, a family member, or a policymaker,
the time is now for us to vocalize the ways we are experiencing climate change and
advocate for action. Find resources for crafting your own story at climatestories.org.

“SYSTEM CHANGE NOT CLIMATE CHANGE”
Over 200 students joined Youth Environmental Activists of Minnesota
(YEA! MN) at the State Capitol to talk with their legislators this winter on themes
including healthy land, healthy communities, and clean power and transportation.
Transportation is now the largest greenhouse gas emitter in MN
and our state has proposed adopting clean car standards — reducing
pollution and increasing electric vehicle purchasing options. Learn more at
minnesotansforcleancars.com.
The youth climate movement expands beyond policy: MN Youth Climate
Strike held sit-ins overnight at the Capitol to demand divestment from fossil fuels.
Rural teens are taking on climate resilience themselves by hosting conversations
in their small towns and on reservations. They are connecting the dots and finding
more creative and powerful ways to make change.
This winter, YEA! MN leaders joined the union SEIU for a rally for workers
and a better future. Security staff and janitors steward buildings owned by some
of the wealthiest corporations in MN, but workers themselves face high energy
bills at home and some are refugees of climate disasters abroad.
“Union workers are neglected and taken advantage of in order for
companies to seek a profit; meanwhile, the state of the environment is disregarded
when profits are being made,” says Grace Bassekle of YEA! MN.
Youth and SEIU partnered to demand that these corporate downtown
owners invest in green job training and meet to plan climate action. Their efforts
were partly successful — in March, workers came to a Tentative Agreement. Follow
YEA! MN’s initiatives this year at yeamn.org.  
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ACT ON CLIMATE
Sparking conversation and change in your community.

TALK CLIMATE ST. PAUL – JOIN THE COMMUNITY
One of the most important things we can do to address climate change is to talk about it. Nearly 70% of Americans
understand that climate change is happening, according to a long-running research project at Yale. But in the same opinion poll, 64%   
of people said they “rarely” or “never” discuss it with people close to them. More emphasis needs to occur on finding meaningful
ways to talk about climate change.
We’re excited to announce that we are partnering with 3M to bring our climate storytelling and action training to St. Paul!  
Participants will learn new ways to talk about climate change, build confidence, and get empowered to make a difference in
our communities.
The Talk Climate program elevates the sharing of personal stories as a way to build confidence and inspire solutions on
climate change. Over the course of the training, participants will engage in interactive sessions incorporating writing, reflective
listening, art activities, and storytelling. 100% of past Talk Climate participants report a significant increase in confidence in their
ability to explain, mobilize, and communicate about climate change. Attendees also expressed feeling more energized and connected
to a new community of support. Learn more at climategen.org/talkclimate.

YOUTH ACTION FUN*D: SUPPORTING THE
VISION OF MINNESOTA YOUTH LEADERS
Our Youth Environmental Activists of Minnesota program
launched the Youth Action Fun*d this January! Designed to support youth
leading in the climate movement, the fund addresses the financial barriers
that youth experience.
“The climate movement is a youth-led movement, but we don’t
have the same access to funds,” said Soni Shah, who is on the all-youth
fund decision committee. Isabelle Wong, also on the committee, added: “In
a youth-led movement it is important for youth to gain the resources they
need to advocate for themselves.”
Minnesota K-12 students are eligible to apply for $50-$500 to
support youth climate action. Funding can support purchasing supplies,
transportation to an event, food for a gathering, registration for a
conference or training, hiring facilitators, or other needs as youth develop
creative ways to tackle the climate crisis.
Applications are due the first of each month, and new grants will
be distributed each month in 2020 until funding runs out. Youth can apply
at go.climategen.org/yfund.
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FEATURES

HONORING JANET BROWN
With sadness and appreciation, we share that Janet Brown, Associate Director,
has offered her resignation. Janet has been the biggest gift to Climate Generation for over
a decade; she embraces everyone she meets with the warmth that has allowed us to grow
and prosper, from our amazing team to our dedicated supporters. She brings creativity
galore; you can see it in events like the Brewing a Better Climate Trivia series and in our
most recent fundraiser, Band Together, which was a labor of love.
Back in 2007, Janet was the final person to interview for our Office Manager
position and right away it was apparent she was the person we needed! Immediately Janet
took charge of our donor database, finding a better solution as our supporters grew. She
helped us move our office as our team expanded, took care of all the important details,
and ensured we had efficient operations and that financials were managed accurately.
As our Associate Director, Janet was trained by Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Leadership Corps and took her climate presentations to new heights and audiences,
expanding our development base to include more corporate partnerships.
With the pivotal U.N. climate summit in Paris in 2015, Janet and Kristen Poppleton,
Senior Director or Programs, co-led a delegation of 10 educators. While there, Janet
ensured the delegation had the opportunity to hear from leaders in philanthropy and
business.  A life-changing experience, Janet returned with energy and passion for green
jobs and equity work.
Janet’s gifts are numerous—from the visible to the invisible; they have nurtured
the Climate Generation community for 12 years and now it is time that Janet takes that
same compassion to a new field of compassionate care.  
We will deeply miss you, dear Janet. Climate Generation is forever a better,
financially healthier, and more equitable organization because of you.

LOOKING BACK TO THE ORIGINAL EARTH DAY
Fifty years ago, the first Earth Day was born. Wisconsin Senator Gaylord
Nelson brought together six organizers from across the country, who planned one of
the largest “teach-ins” across school campuses in history.
One of those original organizers, Bryce Hamilton (black and white photo, left),
was responsible for recruiting high school classrooms to join in by sending suggested
activities for classrooms. These ranged from encouraging teachers to bring the
environment into their lesson plans on April 22, from organizing a field trip, to writing
anti-pollution skits. He was surprised to find himself overwhelmed with hundreds of
letters from youth of all ages asking how to get involved in the day — by the last week
of March, 1970, Hamilton projected the involvement of more than 10,000 elementary
and high schools across the U.S.
“There was a big focus on pollution...,” Hamilton says. “At the time, it was
overall awareness of what we were doing to the environment: the air, the water, the
wildlife. It was the earliest stages of the whole country really coming together, at all
levels.”
What Earth Day means now, in 2020? Hamilton says it’s about the people and the
systems in place. “We shouldn’t look at environmental justice separately. We need to talk
about that; every time we’re talking about the environment, we need to consider those who
are being harmed the most.”
See our full blog on the original 1970’s Earth Day at go.climategen.org/50earthday.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We welcome Lisa Troutman to our Board of Directors.
Cover Image is from the NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center Scientific Visualization Studio
(Showcasing ocean current flows; colors signifying sea surface temperature)
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Climate Generation: A Will Steger Legacy empowers individuals and
their communities to engage in solutions to climate change

Sustain Our Work
for a Resilient Future
Donate monthly

Too much mail?

See donation envelope
for details or give online at
climategen.org/donate

Update your print and digital
communication preferences
at go.climategen.org/update.
CLIMATE GENERATION: A WILL STEGER LEGACY IS A REGISTERED
501(C)(3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION.

